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My dear friends, 
 

Well, the elections are over.  When the dust finally settles, I wonder how things will pan 
out.  I almost feel sorry for anyone who has been elected - for VERY painful measures 
will have to be taken, especially financially over the next few years.  How will a hung 
parliament work? - I suppose that the answer depends upon how willing people are to 
listen to each other and to work together, to put country above political ideology, and the 
good of all above party.  For the sake of everyone, I hope it works. Please pray for all of 
those elected. 
  

Well the elections are over.  After two Church Annual meetings, we welcome Ian Nurdin 
as new Church Warden and welcome back Andie Wishart, Mike Colley and Colin Irving. 
Gillian Noakes has felt that she simply was not able to put all that she should into PCC and 
Deanery Synod so has resigned from both (thanks Gillian for all that you have done for 
and with us).  Her place on both for the next year has been filled by Jacky Richardson.  It 
will also be very interesting times in the life of the church over the next few years.  WE 
also will be faced with difficult decisions.  Diocesan Synod will face questions about 
Women Bishops and finance (Parish Share still unpaid by parishes now amounts to nearly 
£1 million!)  These questions will, to a great extent, also devolve to Deanery Synod and 
even parishes.  Can we afford to continue to keep open our very beautiful - and expensive 
churches AND continue to employ our even more expensive clergy?  (In 1999 clergy costs 
and contributions to the Diocese from ash PCC came to £32,000, in 2009 this was 
£48,000, a 50% increase!)  I will not go into reasons in a short letter or even possible 
solutions, BUT these are issues that will need to be addressed by Diocese, Deanery and 
Parish.  We heard at Ash APCM that we need to raise our income by around £4 per person 
per week, and even at Ridley we realised that we will have a shortfall very soon if we do 
not either increase our income or decrease our expenditure.  
Jacquie and I look forward to retirement in a couple of years.  Will there be enough clergy 
to replace me?  Can you afford to replace me?  I do not know the answers but I do know 
that the discussions will not always be easy or the answers always comfortable. Here again 
it depends on whether folk are willing to listen to each other and to work together, to put 
service of God and even compromise above narrow ideology.  If as I believe He is, God is 
behind all things, is He telling us that things must change?  Is He saying that we need to 
look at new ways of service, possibly beyond our comfort zone?  I know not - but please 
also pray for our new Bishop when he is finally appointed, our new Archdeacon and our 
PCCs.  If God's will is to be carried out, they certainly need YOUR prayer and support. 
 

Yours very faithfully, 
 

John A Peal. 
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SERVICES AT ST. PETER & ST. PAUL’s ASH  

 

 Time Type of Service    When 
   8.00 Holy Communion    Every Sunday in month 
 10.30 Family Worship    First Sunday in the month 
 10.30 Family Eucharist    2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sundays 
 
 

SERVICES AT ST. PETER’S RIDLEY  
 

Time Type of Service    When 
   9.15 Parish Communion   Every Sunday in the month 
   6.30 Evening Prayer    Second Sunday in the month only 
 

 
diary dates - Full details can also be found on the website 

 
Jun. Sun.  6th Ash Church ‘Instant’ - see below 
 Tue.  8th Ash P.C.C. Parish Affairs Committee. 
 Wed. 16th Ridley P.C.C. 
 Sun. 20th Covenanting Churches 'Chorus of Praise'  - see below. 
 Mon. 21st Prepare for Ash Fete 
 Sat. 26th ASH FETE 
 Sun.   27th Patronal Festival 
   Holy Baptisms        3.30 p.m. 
 Tue. 29th Ash P.C.C. Standing Committee. 
Jul. Fri.  2nd Choir Barbeque. 
 Sat.  3rd Holy Matrimony        4.00 p.m. 
 Sat. 10th Visiting Bell Ringers. 
 Sun. 11th Holy Baptism.        3.30 p.m. 
 Sun. 18th Picnic in Rectory Garden, with YACA - after morning service. 
 
 
FROM THE REGISTERS 
 
HOLY BAPTISM 
 
May Sun.  9th Alexander William Jones. 
 
FUNERALS 
 
May Thu.  6th Winifred Frances Cullen  aged  98  
 Fri. 28th John Victor Robinson  aged  82 
 
May they rest in peace. 
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“A CHORUS OF PRAISE”     ST. PETER & ST. PAUL CHURCH ASH 
3.00 P.M. SUNDAY 20TH JUNE 2010 

 
Following the great success of the original “Chorus of Praise” held in 2008, five local 
church choirs will join together for this ecumenical concert.  
 
The programme will comprise a variety of works including music by Stainer, Horowitz, 
Rutter and Chilcott which will be performed by individual choirs.  They will combine to 
sing The Heavens are Telling by Haydn and Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus.  
 
The audience will be invited to join in with singing several uplifting hymns.  
 
There will be a retiring collection for Christian Aid’s Burkina Faso project.  
 
Thank You for Supporting Christian Aid. 
UK Charity Number 110 5 581 Company Number 5171525 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE  
 
  If you have been in the Remembrance Garden lately you will, I hope, have noticed that it 
has been tidied up with a lovely new flower bed full of flowers and plants.  Because I 
made the original plea for help with this, I am now being thanked for the resulting beauty. 
I can’t keep taking all the credit so I would like to thank Joan Mills and Julia Kilfoyle for 
all their hard work and help; another parishioner, who prefers to remain anonymous, for 
their generous donation and of course the rector, who did all the original digging last 
autumn. 
 
 If you haven’t seen it, please take a moment to appreciate the peace and tranquility of that 
small area of our churchyard.  I hope you’ll agree it is now a pleasant place to sit.                
Lyn Lacey. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

‘INSTANT’  -  SUNDAY 6 TH JUNE 2010  -  ASH CHURCH 
 

For our 16th annual ‘Instant’ we are responding to requests for ‘cheerful’ music, 
after the more sombre themes (the Passion, and War) of the past two years. 
 

The works will be Haydn’s ever-fresh ‘Nelson’ Mass, and the triumphant Bruckner ‘Te 
Deum’. 
 

Anyone wishing to sing will be very welcome to join us in Ash Church at 2.30 p.m. on 
Sunday 6 June.  (Tea and music will be provided for singers.) 
 

Drinks will be available (donations encouraged!) for audience and performers from 
7.00 p.m. and during the interval.  The performance itself begins at 7.30 p,m. 
Singers £8; Audience £5.  We look forward to welcoming you. 
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HARTLEY PLAYERS  
 
Fancy an evening of light entertainment?  The next Hartley Players show promises to be 
an entertaining night out for all.  The Hartley Players Non-Politically Correct News has 
been written by members of the players and offers something for everyone.  The show is 
being co-directed by Carol Murphy and our own Sarah Holliday, and as ever will feature 
several familiar faces from the Ash Church family.  Show nights are Wednesday 16th to 
Saturday 19th June.  Tickets are priced at £7.50 and available from the box office (Rick 
Burrows) on 0845 2412188 or email boxoffice@hartleyplayers.org.uk.  There will be a 
raffle during the interval to raise money for Help for Heroes and Cancer Research.  Bring 
your own drinks and nibbles and enjoy this hilarious tilt at one of the more irritating 
features of modern life! 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SOCIAL EVENTS 
 
Our last two events were very successful – the allsorts flower evening raised £160 and 
thanks to some very generous donations, our flower fund is once again very healthy. 
 
The Barn Dance was enjoyed by all and although it wasn’t supposed to be a fundraising 
event we managed to end the evening with a profit of £199 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CHURCH BELLS  
 
How lovely to hear the bells again on Sunday 23rd May.   Our thanks go to everyone who 
has worked so hard on this project and special thanks to John and Gabrielle. 
 
There is a special article included further on in this news. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WEBSITE 
 
Colin would very much like to receive reviews of activities within the church or of interest 
to the congregation (with a photo maybe) so that he can keep the website updated. 
 
If anybody sends us pieces for inclusion in the church news would they kindly send a copy 
to Colin Irving. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Ann and Bob 
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YACA  
�

In YACA we have been continuing our deeper look at the Eucharist, exploring what it 
means to be in the Family of God. We saw how, like in the film Ice Age 2, though we 
might be the same as our own family, we must also love our extended family as much too. 
We then did a loud, fun active prayer followed by a quieter time in a Prayer Circle. 
  
Our next meeting is on June 20th from 10:15am onwards until about 12pm at Ash Village 
Hall. However, we will not have a meeting in July, as we will be instead meeting up for 
the Parish Picnic on the 18th of that month, in the rectory garden after the morning service. 
  
For more information please call Mark Nurdin 01474 871797, Kiki O’Neill-Byrne 01474 
873230 or Jacquie Peal 01474 872209 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
�

Friday 25th June - Pre-Fete Barbeque!�
 �

The Fete weekend and our Patronal Festival are fast approaching, and once again this year 
we shall be having a barbeque on the field as a big old slap on the back for all the hard 
work so far that week (and this year!) and to warm us up for the Fete the next day.  As 
always we are looking for entertainment – something light, something cheerful and above 
all something fun! �
 �
If you would like to take part – be it singing a song, performing a poem or monologue, or 
playing an instrument – then I would love to hear from you. See me in Church or call me 
on 01474 871797!  Thanks!�

 �
Mark Nurdin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
��
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ASH FETE – SATURDAY 26th JUNE 2010 
  
 
ASH FETE 2010 – SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT FOR “CHURCH NEWS” READERS!  
  
An open invitation to everyone in Ash and New Ash Green! 
  
Ash Fete - Saturday 26th June, Church Meadow, Church Road, Ash.  Gates open: 1.30 pm 
  
In celebration of our patronal festival, Ash Church is again holding its traditional village 
fete, held in the idyllic rural setting of the cricket ground on Church Meadow, in Church 
Road.  Opened in traditional manner by the New Ash Green May Queen, with some 
assistance from the Rector of Ash, an afternoon of fun and festivities is promised for all 
who come along. 
Admission is free (although we do encourage a donation, and there is a small charge for 
parking); there are bargains to be snapped up on all the stalls; some superb prizes to be 
won in the Grand Draw, including a £250 cash first prize (with grateful acknowledgment 
to the Irving family, for their donation in memory of Tracey), and several other raffles and 
tombolas; a bouncy castle; coconut and wet sponge shies; and many other side-shows, 
traditional and novel.  We will have live music from The Mike Richards Big Band, with 
special guest and local vocalist Shane Hampsheir, and displays from the West Hill Morris 
Dancers. We are also hoping to finalise details about some other special guests - watch this 
space!   
  
A new event for Ash Fête this year - our first Horticultural Show! Full details about how 
to enter and what the classes are will be found in the Fête programme, so get those green 
fingers ready! We will look forward to seeing your entries!  
  
Just before the start of the fete the newly refurbished church bells will be rung and then the 
bell ringers will be waiting to see you in the Bell Tower - yes, the Tower will be open for 
visitors this year, and once again you can enjoy some spectacular views across the 
neighbouring fields and countryside.  
  
Sit back and enjoy some leisurely afternoon refreshment whilst watching the boys v. girls 
tug-of-war (you could even join in – the rope is long enough for plenty on each side).  The 
afternoon ends with the Grand Draw and other results – it could be a very lucky end to 
your visit.   
  
Tell all your friends and neighbours, put the date in your diary and although we can’t 
make any promises about the weather we can be confident that you will have a lovely 
time! 

The Ash Fête Management Committee 
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ASH FETE 2010 – SATURDAY 26th  JUNE - WE NEED YOUR HELP!!  

  
ASH FETE is here again and we need YOUR help to ensure that it is a success.  Our 
Traditional style Fête attracts visitors from all around the area, and we want to make sure 
they have a very good time!  
  
FETE PROGRAMMES and POSTERS: We are fortunate that many local businesses are 
keen to advertise in the Fête programme, and to support them in return we state that we 
will deliver a programme to every household in Ash and New Ash Green.  These will soon 
be available for distribution, if you can take a bundle and deliver them before Fête day it 
would be much appreciated!  If you can display a poster at home or at work, that would be 
great as well!  
  
WORK PARTY VOLUNTEERS : At the back of the Church are some sheets that are 
hoping to be filled with names of willing volunteers!  We need help in setting up the Fête, 
running it on the day and of course taking it down and putting it all away.  If you can help 
on any of the times listed, you will be made very welcome! 
  
MONDAY 21st JUNE: Meet at Ash Village Hall, 5.30pm, to take all the equipment to the 
Fête field and erect the stalls.  Afterwards we will all retire to the White Swan for a well 
earned spot of refreshment! 
  
THURSDAY 24th  JUNE: Meet on the Fête field at 5.00pm, to put up the first Marquee 
and to set out all the stalls.  Afterwards we will again retire to the White Swan for another 
well earned spot of refreshment! 
  
FRIDAY 25 th  JUNE: 7:30 – 9:30 pm – Fête Field                   
Meet on the Fête field at 5.00pm, to put up the second Marquee for the Horticultural 
Show. There will be the traditional ‘eve of fete’ cook-it-yourself family barbecue, with 
some entertainment (hopefully) and lively barbecue conversation.  Bring your own food 
and drink, something to sit on, crockery and cutlery and we’ll provide the barbecue and 
the company.   
  
SATURDAY 26th JUNE: We meet at 9.00am on the Fête field to set up all the remaining 
stalls and side-shows, mark out parking areas and other vital tasks.  After what we hope 
will be a fantastic day, we then all meet up again from 4.00pm onwards to start taking 
things down, ready to put away at the end of proceedings.  THIS IS THE STINT  THAT 
NEEDS THE MOST HELP – there will be something for everyone to do, and the more 
people who can help, the quicker it will all be done – our grateful thanks in advance!  
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ASH FETE GRAND DRAW - SATURDAY 26 th JUNE 
  

There are still plenty of tickets to be sold with some great prizes to be won! 
  
Further supplies available from Ian Nurdin Tel: 873414 or Bryan Parlett Tel: 873655 or 
after church each Sunday. 
  
WANTED  - WANTED - WANTED - WANTED - WANTED - WANTE D 
  
Only a few weeks until our Fete so now is the time, if you have not already done so, to 
look out your White Elephants, Gifts, Books, Bottles and Cans.  And have you made 
Cakes, Marmalade, Jam and Pickles – if not, why not?  All these are desperately needed!   
  
Boxes will be appearing at the back of church very soon to receive everything you can 
donate and if your White Elephants are too big for the boxes I’m sure Joan Mills or Jacky 
Richardson will be glad to hear from you so that arrangements can be made to receive 
them. 
  
As you know, a lot of hard work goes into putting on Ash Fête, but if we don’t have 
anything to sell we won’t be very successful!  PLEASE search through those cupboards, 
look at your book shelves or contact the people listed below: 
BOOKS:  Any items for the Book Stall would be welcomed by Lyn Lacey – 873853 
  
BOTTLES & CANS (FULL ONES PLEASE!): Pauline Bailey would love to hear from 
you on 873148. 
  
GIFTS: Contact Marion Simmons on 703440 if you have that special something for her! 
  
WHITE ELEPHANT STALL:  Joan Mills on 872455 or Jacky Richardson on 873733 
want your White Elephants! 
  
CAKES – LARGE & SMALL! These are needed for the Tea Tent and for the Home 
Produce Stall – in VAST quantities!  Please contact Debbie Nurdin (873414) and Nora 
Hosford (01474 702468) if you can help provide much needed goodies! 
  
HELPERS:  Can YOU help at the Fête, in any capacity? Why not ask family members to 
come and help and make a big day of the occasion?   We would love to hear from you! If 
you and/or a friend or family could help in any way PLEASE contact Marion Simmons on 
01474 703440 or Ian Nurdin (873414).  
  
We are especially looking for volunteers to help with the Bar-B-Q and/or in the Tea Tent 
for a short stint during the afternoon - your help would be much appreciated!! 
   
Marion Simmons 
Ian Nurdin  
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The following article is an edited extract from “Ringing World” magazine: 
 
THE REFURBISHMENT, TUNING AND REHANG OF THE BELLS A T 
ST PETER AND ST PAUL'S, ASH   (Or Ash bells are Appealing) 
 

Until recent work on the louvres and pigeon proofing the 
bells hadn't been heard in the New Ash Green for 30 years. 
Work has recently been completed on the church roof and 
tower. Now it was time for the bells. 

In recent years the ringers have organised 
displays, especially of what was wrong and 
what needed doing with the loan of examples 
old and new from Whitechapel Bell Foundry. 
 

 
 
The current 3, 4, 5, were cast by an itinerant bell founder, John 
Waylett in 1717. 
“John Waylett, an itinerant founder with a (supposed) home 
in London, is well represented in Kent from 1717 to 1727. 
Waylett's most important works are a ring of six at Hunton, 
three at Linton, and three at Ash by Sevenoaks, all dated 
1717.  Five at East Sutton, dated 1719-20.  Hythe formerly 
had five by him, cast in 1720. His latest work is the 6th at 
Boughton Monchelsea, dated 1727. Altogether he has 
somewhere between forty and fifty specimens in the county. 
He was a hard-working man, his bells being fairly abundant 
all over the Home Counties, and his workmanship, though 
rough, is honest and good.  He appears to have been native 
of the eastern counties, and probably learned his trade: at 
Sudbury, Suffolk, with John Thornton.” 
The current tenor, Phelps 1727, the treble, Thomas Mears 1795, 
the 2 C & G Mears 1856, were described by T.R.E as a 'scratch 
lot' but 'well-toned'.(quotes from 'Church Bells of Kent, pub 
1887 by Elliot and Stock) 

In the 1970's the bells were rehung on undersized bearings to last 5 years....since then the ringers have 
done their best to keep the ringing going.  Our late Captain, Lyn Briers, had been fund-raising, attending 
P.C.C. and so forth for years, but progress was slow.  The gudgeon pins were bent, the elm headstocks 
de-natured, lots of' curry powder around the straps, some bolts would no longer tighten...The bells had 
become an increasingly odd-struck and cranky ring.  In the meantime the P.C.C. had had to mend the 
church roof, then the tower developed a hole as flints fell out, so more funds were needed for urgent 
repairs. 

Figure 1 Church, seen from the south 

Figure 2 The old setup 

Figure 3 Bell on loan from 
Whitechapel. John Ripley and Deryck 

Jones  



Page 10 of 11 
 

The ringers fell back on their own resources.  They wrote letters, made and sold items, talked at meetings, 
held displays, had articles published in the local press. Eventually we could begin getting estimates and 

place the order.  Now we had to call in all the promises of help, to 
begin to sort those items we had agreed to do ourselves.  Much head-
scratching and hair-pulling ensued.  When Alan Hughes came to 
measure up and discuss, even though it was October, it felt like a 
period of new growth and change had begun. 
  
As a farewell to the bells, the first quarter peal for many years that 
included local ringers was rung for the Carol Service.  It also made an 
early start to the District Quarter Peal Week.  The end of the year and 
KCACR ‘heavy gang' arrive to do the lower.  In half a day bells are 
lowered and in safe storage, ready for their trip to the foundry on the 
first working day of the New Year.  We arranged a trip to 
Whitechapel to see our bells, as our fund-raising continued. The 
P.C.C. while delighted to support still needed to fund a parish room 
and toilets.  (Practice and belfry work with no toilets can be a 
particular trial) The trip was a success.  The sight of our new wheels 
was good, though our bells looked rather small and forlorn on the 
foundry floor next to Zeals bells, built on a more magnificent scale. 
  
Some of the band made trips to the Cinque Ports Ringing Centre at 
Dover to use the simulator and enjoyed the change of pace and style, 
as well as the chance to ring out of their comfort zone.  A visit to the 
foundry by two engineer members of the band brought the 
information that the tenor had been on a slimming diet and lost 50lbs. 
  
At last the dates were set for the return, in two phases.  The builders 
had finished inside the tower.  Time to remove sacks of rubble, the 
dust of ages and to prepare for the bell hanger.  After a particularly 
cold winter, spring was coming.  The snowdrops and celandines 
bloom and everyone asks when? 
Meanwhile ideas are collected for the  rededication service, the bell 
hanger comes and with a few hiccups the frame is strengthened and 

ready for the bells.  Now to collect the bells.  I understand there were one or two bursts of un-churchman 
like language in the London traffic and Blackwall tunnel.  Despite initial sceptism the bells were aloft by 
tea time, with two minute shifts on the chain hoist.  Tower captain much relieved that she didn't have to 
sleep with the bells for security purposes. 
The next few days saw the fit out with the usual unpredictability’s and hassles.  Unusual sounds and gales 

Figure 4 Bells at Whitechapel 

Figure 7 Church from the North 

Figure 5 Tuning the two 

Figure 6 Three coming up, assisted by 
Gary Giffard, Brian Ashmore and John 
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of laughter waft across our peaceful isolated churchyard.  The rope for the 2 had to moved as there wasn't 
space for the Tower Captain to fit behind, and the fleetness of the treble was a surprise, previously the TC 
had had on occasions to have an extra hand to pull it off.  Adjustments were made.  Now the bells sound 
as a set, not a collection of oddments.  The 'heavy bell boys' are delighted with the tenor and its 'hum'.  All 
that remains is to retrain the band and look forward to the rededication on May 23rd. Our thanks go to all 
who supported in whatever form, with prayer, finances, labour, by allowing us to attend their practices, by 
showing interest, giving words of encouragement.  As the bells ring out over fields and trees, cricketers, 
walkers and farmers, congregation, parishioners and public, may the voice of the church be 
heard.

 
 

Figure 8 The renewed bells 

 
 
Gabrielle Stook, Tower captain, Ash by Wrotham. 


