
Page 1 of 7 

Ash-cum-Ridley and New Ash Green 
 

CHURCH NEWS 
May 2006 

 
���������	
��������	�����
�����	������������������� �����
����������������������
 
My dear friends, 
 
 They say that fools rush in where angels fear to tread.  Whilst I realise that many            
people suggest that the church should keep out of politics, I, personally, feel that if politics 
is about people then that is exactly where the church should be.  My pain is about double 
standards.  I am not into Politics with a capital ‘P’ but still feel a certain concern about the 
way world politics is moving. 
 It might be that this is sour grapes as I got a question wrong at a quiz evening last 
year when I suggested that Lhasa was the world’s highest capital city.  I did not realise that 
few people now recognised Tibet as a country and most were, it, seems, happy to accept 
the annexing of the country by China.  What made me sit up and think just before Easter, 
however, was the news that Libya was being taken to court in the USA on a charge of 
supplying arms to the IRA.  I have no time at all for the IRA and know little of Libya but 
still wonder whether this is the same USA who used to do such massive fundraising for 
Sinn Fein, and who refused to extradite IRA suspects during the height of the troubles. 
 This brings me to a question as to what is fair.  Why is it right that some countries 
are allowed ghastly nuclear armaments while others are not?  Why is the death of an 
innocent bystander ‘Collateral damage’ in one dispute and ‘atrocious’ in another?  What is 
the difference between a freedom fighter and an insurgent?  Part of my pain here is that it 
is so easy to justify what my friends do while condemning my enemies. 
 As I said, I am not a politician, but I still have another problem.  It seems that 
certain countries are worth, as it were, more brownie points.  We seem to condemn more 
readily smaller countries; we seem, at times, more interested in those countries where oil is 
found.  Yet the world passes by on the other side when it comes to Burma or many of the 
African countries.  
 Physician heal thyself I might be told, however.  Perhaps I am just as guilty if my 
‘little white lies’ are but fibs.  It is very easy to keep the rules I wish to keep, to forgive my 
friends much more readily than those who are not in that circle.  An offence TO my team 
is always much more heinous than an offence BY my team. 
 I am still very concerned by the state of the world, but, perhaps, as Jesus says, I 
should remove the beam from my own eye before I can try to help my neighbour remove a 
splinter from his. 
 
 What do you think? 
 
 Yours very sincerely, 
 
 John A Peal 
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SERVICES AT ST. PETER & ST. PAUL’s ASH  
 

 Time Type of Service    When 
   8.00 Holy Communion    Every Sunday in month 
 10.10 Junior Church meets in Ash 

 Village Hall, age 3 and over  2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sundays during term time 
 10.30 Family Worship    First Sunday in the month 
 10.30 Family Eucharist    2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sundays 
 

SERVICES AT ST. PETER’S RIDLEY  
 

Time Type of Service    When 
   9.15 Parish Communion   Every Sunday in the month 
   6.30 Evening Prayer    Second Sunday in the month only 
 

 

diary dates 
 

Full details can also be found on the website. 
 

May  2nd Ash P.C.C. Standing Committee      8.00 p.m. 
  3rd Covenanting Churches Committee meeting     8.00 p.m. 
  7th Concert in Ash Church        7.30 p.m. 
  8th     Ash Fête 2006 Man. Comm. Meeting  - 5, Manor Forstal   8.00 p.m. 
 13th Diocesan Synod 
  Christian Aid Sponsored Walk 
 14th Baptism at Ash        10.30 a.m. 
 16th Prayer Meeting in The Rectory       7.15 p.m. 
  Ash P.C.C.          8.00 p.m. 
 21st CONFIRMATION SERVICE.  Please support our Bishop  
       And our candidates. 
 25th ASCENSION DAY  -  Said Communion     8.00 p.m. 
 27th Holy Matrimony  (Renewal of Vows)      4.00 p.m. 
  Healing Team meeting        9.45 a.m. 
 28th Family Eucharist with healing      10.30 a.m. 
 30th Ash P.C.C. Standing Committee      8.00 p.m. 
 

FROM THE REGISTERS                              
FUNERALS 

 

Mar.  17th  Berenda Mavis Broadbridge   aged  71 (Burial of ashes) 
Apr.  11th  Thomas Edward Bedford             aged  91 
   18th  Tracey Marian Irving                  aged  42 
      19th  Stephen William Leslie Bayley   aged  82 
                    Guy Llewellyn Giffard                  aged  72 
 
                    May they rest in peace. 
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CONDOLENCES 
 
We have said farewell at Ash in the last few weeks to some wonderful people, whose 
passing impoverishes both church and community. 
 
Dear Gwen Davies died in February.  Who will forget her smile and her shopping trolley 
in New Ash Green.  On the 11th of April we held the funeral of Tom Bedford, Uncle of 
Rachel and Val (From the Swan).  On the 19th there were two funerals.  One was of Les 
Bayley, ex publican of the Anchor & Hope.  He was so well known in the community with 
his moustache and his personalised number plates.  Also that day was the funeral of Guy 
Giffard .  He had lived in the community for so long and, at one time, lived in Flint 
Cottage.  Our thoughts and prayers are with Brenda and with Keith and Gary.  The 
previous day we had had the service for our dear Tracey.  She had fought her illness for 
nearly eight years and only shared in the healing service a few days before she went into 
hospital. Her courage and her faith really were an inspiration.  We hold Colin and David 
and Sarah in our hearts and prayers at this difficult time.  May they all rest in peace. 
 
 
 
 
APCM’s 
 
As we go to press we still await the results of these two meetings.  More next month – 
especially building plans at Ash.           
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  
CONCERT ON SUNDAY MAY 7 th  -  7.30 P.M 
  
This year's combined Ash Choir and Music Workshop concert is on Sunday May 7th at 
7.30 p.m.  The proceeds will help Amanda Bailey to travel to Africa this summer on a trip 
organised by the Christian Charity Act 4 Africa which works to raise awareness of HIV 
and Aids amongst young people. 
The programme includes vocal and instrumental items and a performance of Gilbert and 
Sullivan's  'Trial by Jury'. Admission is by programme available at the door - price £5  
(concessions £3.50)   
  
  
With many thanks 
 
Valerie:  873785 
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ASH GREEN YOUTH THEATRE  
 
This summer sees the launch of Ash Green Youth Theatre, a two week summer course for 
young people aged between 11 and 25 years old in and around the local area who are 
interested in the theatre; whether it be acting, dancing, singing, playing an instrument or 
even writing.  The budding thespians will work with three professional theatre 
practitioners – a director, a music director and a choreographer – and as a team to produce 
a piece of theatre based around a particular theme.  It will be hard work but also great fun, 
and immensely rewarding in what can be achieved!  
The theme for this year’s course will be Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet”, which is 
known to be a favourite on many GCSE and A-Level modules.  The course will run from 
Monday 21 August to Friday 1 September in New Ash Green Village Hall.  The cost of 
the course is a very reasonable £60 per person. 
If you are interested, or would like to find out more, then please send an e-mail to 
ash_green_youth_theatre@hotmail.co.uk stating your name, age, contact phone number 
and e-mail address, and a member of the AGYT management team will get back to you. 
The course is run on a first come first served basis and places are filling up fast so be 
quick!      
 
Mark Nurdin 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank  you once again to Jane and Brian Davison for organising the Easter Monday 
walk. 
 
This was a very enjoyable afternoon’s stroll around Meopham finishing with some 
refreshments in the Cricketers’ Arms.  How clever of you to arrange such lovely weather 
on that day! 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Paul and Rhian Rutland have asked us to pass on their new address. They are now at 22, 
Long Walk, Istead Rise, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 9HH. Tel: 01474 831216. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ASH FETE   SATURDAY 24TH JUNE 2006                    PRODUCE STALL 
 
This year we are introducing a new stall by combining our produce and cake stalls.  This 
will mean having lots of homemade cakes, jams, marmalade, pickles etc.  Please start 
preparing now so that we have lots of produce to sell on the day and make our new stall a 
rip-roaring success.  Meanwhile could I please have replies to the letters I sent out earlier 
this year regarding stallholders.  I shall be in church to receive your replies or email me on 
hirstsim@iscali.co.uk.            
     Marion 
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SATURDAY MORNING HEALING SERVICE  
 
The next service will be on July 8th 10.00 arrival for 10.30 service 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

FRIENDS OF KENT CHURCHES – OUTINGS  2006 
 
Saturday 13th May     AGM     2.30pm    St Matthew’s, Warehorne. 
 
Tuesday 23rd May                     2.30pm    Rochester Cathedral 
 
Wednesday 5th July      2.30pm    St Leonard’s Hythe, St Peter & St Paul 
                     Saltwood and St Mary & St Radegund  
            Postling 
 
Saturday 16th September  2.30pm    All Saints Snodland, St Martin’s Ryarsh 
            and  All Saints Birling 
 
All tours are £7 including tea and further details and a booking form are on the notice 
board at the back of church. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

THE EIGHTH JOHN BRIGGS MEMORIAL LECTURE  
 

Sponsored by Friends of Kent Churches         Saturday 1st July 2006      2pm to 6pm 
 
‘THE VERSATILE MAVERICK: WILLIAM MORRIS AND THE BIR TH OF THE 
ARTS AND CRAFTS’          Given by Dr. Rosalind Polly Blakesley 
 
At St. Giles’ Church,   Shipbourne near Tonbridge 
Followed by Tea in the Real Tennis Court at Fairlawne House. 
 
Full programme of events from 11am finishing with tea at 4.15 pm.  Full details on  
leaflet at back of church. 
 
Tickets from Mrs. Delia Harris, Cobden, The Street, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks TN15 0QH 
Tel: 01732 810192 
 
2 course fork lunch with coffee                      £8 each 
Lecture and tea            £10 each  
 
Cheques made payable to St. Giles Shipbourne.  Please include a S.A.E. 
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Please continue to pray for our Link Parish of St Paul’s Marlborough both in our 
church intercessions and in our own meditations. 
 
It has been some time since we have been able to report on our Zimbabwean Link. 
 
Much has happened in Zimbabwe: 
 
·  Five men have been put on trial under suspicion of attempting to assassinate President 

Mugabe 
 
·  The Army has been commandeered into farming the land. 
 
·  The Bishop of Harare has been under investigation and has been before a Church 

Court. [Hence the suspension of the diocesan link] 
 
·  More worrying is the latest news that the Government is getting through a law to 

intercept all correspondence both postal and by e-mail 
 
·  More importantly we need to pray for the April harvest to be good, after the drought, as 

the awful situation of food shortages of the moment continues to deteriorate.  People 
have been bulk buying bread, due to the lack of available maize.  But now wheat is 
running out too.  One church organisation forced to stop their food distributions while 
government officials investigated the source of their funding and supplies.  Thankfully 
they were allowed to continue their work at this crucial time.  

 
At St Paul’s they had a very full Easter Programme of services. 

 
If one looks, however, at their accounts for the year you get an indication of the rate of 
inflation in the country: 
Expenditure: Zimbabwean Dollars – 786,312, 983 
Income: Zimbabwean Dollars - 786,522,983 
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The Church Assistant Christine Watt is also the editor of the Parish Magazine  - The Spire 
– which usually runs to 10 pages of A5. 
 
Christine writes what is an excellent devotional page called the Last Word. 
 
Occasionally [depending on the quality of the paper and print] we are able to scan her 
articles and we reproduce her latest thought for April to give you a taste of her 
contributions: 
 

THE LAST WORD APRIL 2006 
 

It is many years since I saw an enactment of Son et Lumiere.  The most vivid I recall was 
the "Sound and Light" produced in Athens.  The audience was seated in tiers of an 
amphitheatre facing the Acropolis, which formed the "stage".  A series of lights - static 
and movable - were switched on/off to match the recorded narrative.  Sounds of horses, 
battles, shouts of soldiers, orators and other characters, were relayed as our eyes were 
directed by the lights to the various parts of the ‘stage’.  I had seen several Son et Lumiere 
shows but this was the most dramatic, partly because of the setting. 
 

I was reminded of sound and light by recent readings at the morning service which 
recalled the transfiguration of Jesus on the mountain when he became diffused with light, 
and the voice of God was heard by the three apostles.  God told them “listen to him" and 
then switched off. [to use modernism]  It must have been a frightening, experience for 
those three men.  But there are many instances of light and sound in both the Old and the 
New Testament - phenomena that caught the attention of the physical senses and impacted 
accordingly. 
 

I was enjoying sundowner quiet time recently, as the sun was going down behind the trees 
and casting flickering light everywhere.  I suddenly was attracted to colours, where, no 
colours should have been, and I sat fascinated for about ten minutes as the sun’s rays 
caught a few strings of gossamer.  I suppose a cool headed scientist would say this 
gossamer acted like a prism and created a broken spectrum, but I sat looking at a miniature 
magic lantern show.  Coloured light travelled along each string, of gossamer - red, orange, 
purple, green and yellow - one colour following another as the breeze moved the frail 
strings.  I've not seen that happen again, but it made the evening fairy-like with the few 
birds adding background music.  In fact, I had a private Son et Lumiere in my own garden. 
 

The lights and sounds of Holy Week and Easter are with us again - the hosannas, the 
shouting, the hammering, the fire-light which Peter watched in fear and anguish the 
lightning and renting of the temple curtain, the weeping and the joyful news on Sunday.  
In the midst, Jesus' silences and prayers and blessings.  The Light of the world was 
dimmed for a few days but as a result we are eternally blessed.  Alleluia! 
 

Have a blessed Easter, everyone!        Editor 
  
Finally a thought from a recent obituary in The Spire for a long serving member of the 
congregation 
 

God’s comfort for those who Hurt  
 

If you are struggling with difficult circumstances that have no resolution, let the Lord 
tell you about Himself [even if you think you know] and you will not drown in deep 
water. In fact your footprints may leave a path for someone else who is crossing deep 
water behind you, as you step into a new confidence with Him. 
 

Let us continue to pray� 


