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My dear friends,

As John has been away on holiday | have been dsksltare a couple of lessons | learnt
while | was away this summer in Nairobi and Tanaamfifrica. My three weeks were
packed with amazing people, funny stories, bedutifiidren and awesome acts of God
and I'd love to share one story with you that yepfloved what you can do with a faith in
God.

It's hard to sum my whole trip up but | guess thentence is the best | could come up
with; I've learnt so much about myself — not fronhat | did but from what God put
before me.

In week 1 we were based in Nairobi which was flltraining. Soon it came to the big
test — our first day doing outreach in a small tovatled Banana Hill, all our knowledge of
HIV would be put to the test and also, | was saofind out, my faith in God. A crowd of
about 200 men formed around us — | guess a bigogndbwhite men to these people was
deemed a big event, they knew we had a messagiadior. Looking back this would have
been fine but the stench of booze coming from tieevd made it clear — HIV wasn’t the
iIssue here, it was alcohol. The atmosphere wa® mhan hostile with men threateningly
crowding round single members of the team tryingyéb us to question our faith; ‘God
doesn’t love me’, ‘God doesn’t have time for mé’'m' an alcoholic, my wife’'s left me
and | have no family — how can | be loved by anyonél be honest; the time we spent at
Banana Hill began to truly frighten me. | soon beeaspeechless and scared — If you had
given me the chance to get on a plane that dayhahdme | would have...But then God
changed my fear of these people into hope, | stadepray with all my might. | can
safely say God took over — the crowd suddenly stddmeing hostile and started to listen
to whatwe had tosay —we were all blown away!

This was one of many events where God put me tagyssituation which at first seemed
hopeless, how could we help these people who weless in despair and, in this instance,
alcohol?

Imagine for a moment Peter in his safe boat withthe luxuries (T.V., microwave,
fridge... well maybe not two thousand years ago lout get the idea!) and then suddenly
Jesus calls him to get out of his boat into th&yatorm. At first Peter is enthusiastic and
believes he can cross... soon the warmth and corofdtie safe boat calls to him and
soon the waves look too dangerous to even cont&npt@ssing — so unfortunately he
begins to sink.

When God calls us out into rocky water we have tgofocus on the saviounot the
stormi When doubt crept in at Banana Hill | had to rember that God was in control
here, not us; and how right | was! Many peopledemdy became receptive to what we
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were teaching and you never know, they may havadddcto quit their demon of
alcohol... | pray about that every day!

Is God nudging you to get out of your luxurious lyato try something new and out of
your comfort zone? Just remember in John 16:33sJgald; ‘In this world you will have
trouble’ and that’s so true, there will always hi¢icllties and stormy waves in your life
but | promise you — God’s not going to leave yotiinuhe storm alone. He'll be there for
you every step of the way cheering you on as yoreweave and decided to step out for
your heavenly father! God told me to step out andagAfrica, what could be in store for
you? | hope that whatever it is — it will be anmagi

God Bless
Amanda

(P.S. I hope to soon do a presentation evening eviheill be able to share my photos and
videos of my trip — please keep checking the netiag | would love as many of you as
possible to come along!)

SERVICES AT ST. PETER & ST. PAUL's ASH

Time Type of Service When

8.00 Holy Communion Every Sunday in month
10.20 Junior Church meets in Ash

Village Hall, age 3 and over 2nd, 3rd, 4th & Sbndays during term tinfe
10.30 Family Worship First Sunday in the month
10.30 Family Eucharist 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th Saysd
SERVICES AT ST. PETER’S RIDLEY

Time Type of Service When

9.15 Parish Communion Every Sunday in the imont

6.30 Evening Prayer Second Sunday in the Imnaomiy

diary dates

Full details can also be found on the website

Oct T' Harvest Thanksgiving - Ash Church 10.30 a.m.
Harvest Evensong followed by Harvest Supper 304.m.
7" Licensing of new Readers — including Alison Hardin
- Rochester Cathedral 2.30 p.m.
8"  Holy Matrimony - Ash Church 2.30 p.m.
10" Ash P.C.C. Discussion on youthwork, and on minsghurch 8.00 p.m.
17" Meal and Healing Service - Ash Church (see netew) 7.00 p.m.

2% One World Week supper — speaker from CAFOD.

- Our Lady of Hartley School 7.30 p.m.
22" Holy Baptism - Ash Church 3.30 p.m.
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ST. LUKE'S TIDE HEALING SERVICE

This will take place a day early this year, Taresday October 17

There will be a hot supper available in church ffé®0 p.m. (for a small donation) and
this will be followed by an informal healing Sereiat about 8.15 p.m. Dr. Paul Du
Plessis will be our speaker for the evening. Ha idoctor at the Wisdom Hospice in
Rochester and an officer in the Salvation Army.

There will be a list at the back of church for yoisign if you are coming so thatwe know
how many people we are catering for.

FROM THE REGISTERS

THANKSGIVING FOR THE GIFT OF A CHILD

Aug 27" Jay Darren Challis

HOLY BAPTISM

Aug 20" Dominic James Jones

HOLY MATRIMONY

Aug 26" Colin James Frost & Irene Berton

HARVEST FESTIVAL SUNDAY 1°T OCTOBER 2006

As in past years any money raised will be giverPtiverty & Hope and the tins and
packets of food donated will be given to the SadvatArmy. We normally take these to
the premises in Gravesend and they are used th&eed anyone in need.
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Ash Church Website

The website has recently undergone a small
overhaul. You will not notice any significant
changes to the basic structure and content of
the site. Most of the changes are behind the
scenes making pages quicker to load and
quicker to update. Changes have also been
made to the drop down menu so it should
work better for people viewing at work where
stringent security policies caused problems in
the past.

The biggest change that you will notice is with
= the Dates for your Diary page. This now uses

St Peter & St Paul's, Ash Google™ Calendar which brings some new
benefits. The calendar looks similar to the
- previous version but is easier to navigate and

also has an agenda view which is very useful to
view forthcoming events quickly.

If you already use Google™ Calendar yourself
. then you can benefit from even more features.

Firstly you can subscribe to the calendar. Thismsethat when you view your calendar
you also get the Ash Church Calendar superimposedour calendar in a different
colour. You can switch the calendar on and offfas require. To subscribe to the Ash
Church Calendar you simply need to click the “Subscwith Google Calendar” link near
the bottom of the Dates for your Diary Page.

Secondly if you don’t want to subscribe to therentialendar then when viewing events if
you click on the item for additional informationwyaevill see a button that says “Add to my
calendar”. Clicking on this button will just addetindividual event into your calendar.

Google™ Calendar is still in Beta version which methere is a slight chance it could not
work occasionally though I've not had any problewitgh it. If you don’t currently use
Google™ Calendar but would like to, you can sign tp it by going to
http://www.google.com/calendar and login with y@mogle Account details. If you don't
yet have a Google Account then you can quicklytereae using the link on the page.

| hope you agree that the website is easy to raddnavigate, however the website is of
little use without content. If you think of somietdp that is missing from the site, or have a
news article or other information to be placed lomgite please email it to web.team@ash-

church.org.uk.
’ www.ash -church.org.uk
Thank you -James Clark
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GREETINGS FROM DORNOCH

We have had a beautiful summer up here in NortBewtland and the autumn colours are
now beginning to appear. The bushes and treedrgm@ng with berries and fruits - the
birds will be well fed this coming winter!

| have now completed my three year training as adBeand my service to be 'Set Apart'
Is to be on Friday 20th October. | have been swestaduring my training by the prayers

and support of my friends and | ask that you walhttnue to keep me in your prayers as |
begin to work in an 'official' capacity.

| am already being very busy as we are short ofsters within our local churches and |,
and my fellow readers, are in great demand.

A few years ago, | could never have imagined thabuld be taking worship in churches
over six hundred miles from Kent. We never knowatvGod has in store for us, dowe?

| don't know when | will be 'down south' again duvill then come and visit Ash, as
usual.

With every blessing,

Angela Henderson
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