ASH AND RIDLEY
CHURCH NEWS
SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 2025

ASH CHURCH HARVEST FESTIVAL 2025

This year we are planning a hot meal and very much hope that you will all come.
Please see the poster below for details - tickets must be bought in advance - please
contact Jacky Richardson. We are keeping the price low but welcome extra donations!
Wine has been donated for the event, with thanks to a member of the congregation.
There will be a place for you sign up at the back of the Church; or contact Jean on
jeanbentley51@gmail.com if you can make a dish - cottage pie and/or a pudding -
costs will be re-imbursed. Vegetarians welcome and will be catered for.

Please note - The Harvest Festival service on Sunday 5" October will be at 11.00am.
Let's make this a wonderful time to eat and socialise together!

ASH CHURCH

—_—

HARVEST
FESTIVAL

SUNDAY OCTOBER 5" 11.00 am

FAMILY SERVICE

PLEASE BRING GIFTS OF
FOOD TO THE SERVICE

THIS WILL BE FOLLOWED BY A HOT LUNCH
IN ASH VILLAGE HALL

TICKETS £7.50 FOR ADULTS, FAMILY, 2 ADUTS AND CHILDREN, £20

MUST BE BOUGHT IN ADVANCE FROM JACKIE RICHARDSON
- TEXT 07750 505402 OR IN PERSON

FOLLOWING THE SERVICE YOUR GIFTS WILL BE SOLD IN AID OF
‘POVERTY and HOPE’ or DONATED TO THE COMMUNITY FOOD BANK


mailto:jeanbentley51@gmail.com

= NOr T Ash Church Services & Opening Times
West Kent

Group of Churches

Tuesday 9am
Service of Morning Prayer

Thursday 9am
Service of Morning Prayer

Thursday 10.30 am
Ash Saplings — church for pre-schoolers and their adults

Sunday 8am Service
15t & 3"4 sunday BCP Morning Prayer
2"4 & 4* Sunday BCP Holy Communion
Sunday 10am Service
15t & 3rd Sunday Morning Worship — Zoom connection available

2"d & 4t Sunday Holy Communion
5th Sunday 8am and 10am Worship

2" & 4t Sunday 10.30am RNWK Group Livestreamed Service
To watch and subscribe go to: https://www.fawkhamandhartley.org.uk/live.html

The church is open every day for you to spend time in prayer, reflection or just
savouring the peace and quiet that is found there.

For full details of events, activities and services at Ash and across the Rural
North West Kent Group of churches visit our website or Facebook Page:
Ash Church Website - www.ash-church.org.uk

RNWK Group of Churches Facebook Page - @ruralnorthwestkentgroup

Contact:
Churchwarden - Mr lan Nurdin -ian nurdin@hotmail.co.uk



https://www.fawkhamandhartley.org.uk/live.html
http://www.ash-church.org.uk/
mailto:ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk

RIDLEY CHURCH PCC

SERVICES AT ST. PETER’S RIDLEY

Type of Service When
Holy Communion (CW) 18t & 3¢ Sunday in the month
Morning Worship (CW) 2 & 4+ Sunday in the month

Morning Prayer Every Friday

Evensong (BCP) 4th Sunday September
Informal Service 4th Sunday October
(Tea at 3.30 p.m.)

News from Ridley

Ridley church will be open for Ride and Stride on 13th September. Tricia will be in
church for the day and we should have a couple of folk riding for us. If you wish to
sponsor us there is a form in the church or you can let Tricia know (07840 477582)

The table fair at Ridley was a great success. Thank you to those who visited and
those who had stalls. We saw a mix of things for sale from cards and plants to
polished stones. The cake stall did very well, and the strawberries and cream went
down a treat. Thank you all.

The now famous Ridley Harvest Lunch takes place on Sunday 28th September at
Hodsoll Street and Ridley Village Hall. Doors open at 12.30 for a 1pm start. Cost
remains at £20 per person. Raffle and auction as always. To reserve your place see
poster below.
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To Réserve your place
Contact, -

Tr|C|a U784D 477582




ST PETER RIiDLEY

INFORMAL SERVICES 2025
4PMm START wiTH
AFTERNOON TEA AT 3.30PM

23RD FEBRUAURY 27TH APRIL

wiz
Q&T% Pop in

Join us at St Peters for

22ND JUNE
Refreshments, Cakes, biscuits
and a chat
v CHMONTHCONSIDER& Second Saturday of each month
Z3RDNOVEMSER GE NﬂAyT gl?,zs ITSAYTO y
* BRING A READING, SONG, 10.30am o'l 2.30pm
PICTURE, THOUGHT
> WHATEVER FEELS RIGHT TO
SHARE DURlNG THE SERV'CE. St Peter’s Church, Ridley Hill, TN15 7EU

If you would like to make a donation towards the work of St.
Peter’s Ridley, may we invite you to do so by using the QR Code
below. Thank you for your help.




AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT FROM ASH CHURCH PCC
Bringing back the Common Cup at Ash Church

What’s Happening?

Ash PCC have agreed to bring back the common cup at Holy Communion services, to be used
alongside the current practice of Intinction. We stopped sharing the wine from the chalice during
COVID-19 to keep everyone safe. After evaluating the votes cast in May this year the PCC feel
that there is sufficient interest to bring back the common cup for those who would like to return to
the normal practice and tradition of the Church of England. Intinction will remain available for those
who feel uncomfortable with sharing the common cup.

Why It Matters

e Sharing one cup is a strong symbol of unity.

e |t demonstrates our belonging to one another and to Christ.

e At the Last Supper, Christ shared a cup of wine with his disciples, and we are reminded of
Christ’s self-sacrificial love as we drink from it.

When will this happen

It is intended to re-introduce the common cup on Sunday 28t September at the 10:00 service of
Holy Communion

If You Have Concerns

We know from your votes and feedback that not everyone will be entirely comfortable with using
the common cup and so we are suggesting that we adopt the following practice in line with the
other RNWK Group churches.

1. When you come up to receive Holy Communion, you will be offered the bread (wafer) by
the Priest and then wine from the chalice by the chalice assistant, just as used to happen
before Covid-19.

2. If you would prefer to continue with the current practice of having your bread dipped in the
wine, rather than drinking from the chalice, please tell the Priest either by a “downward
pointing finger” gesture or saying ‘dip please’ when you are at the altar rail and the Priest
will then dip your wafer into the wine for you before placing it into your hands.

3. The priest will help to minimise any risk of infection by making sure their hands are clean,
by dipping the wafer on behalf of the person requesting intinction, and by wiping the cup
clean (remembering that a silver cup with alcohol already helps with this process).

4. If you would prefer NOT to receive wine at all if the chalice is being used as a common cup
and Intinction, you can choose to have the bread only - that is completely fine; receiving
either bread or wine still means you have received Holy Communion in full. In that case,
once you have received the bread, simply leave the communion rail.

5. Please note that ONLY the Priest can dip (intinct) the bread

IF you have any questions at all, please do speak to lan Nurdin (Churchwarden), Rev Dorothy or
Rev Elizabeth.
4.



If you would like to help us keep our 12" century church
building in good repair, may we invite you to donate towards
our operating costs by using the QR code below. Thank you

for all your help!

PROVIDING FOOD & SUPPORT IN THE COMMUNITY
EVERYONE NEEDS A LITTLE HELP SOMETIMES

1ST& 3RD SUNDAY . ; =l SUPPORTING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY
10:00AM START LOGIN BY 9.55AM° » The Community Cupboard is a registered charity providing
- food & grocery support to those in the surrounding areas

when they are unable to temporarily provide for themselves.
We offer a friendly, non judgemental welcome and are able
to signpost individuals & families fo local agencies and
support systems for further assistance.

WORSHIPPING 4
TOGETHER

Email: communitycupboard19@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/thecommunitycupboard19
Twitter: TheCommunityCul
Instagram: @hecommunitycupboard
Telephone: 07526 823122
(during opening hours)

AT ASH

IN CHURCH

Opening Times
Mon-Wed-Fri 10.00 till 12.00
Tue-Thu 12.00 till 14.00

THE COMMUNITY CUPBOARD

If you would like to receive the link for THE GARAGE, GAMECOCK MEADOW,
WEST KINGSDOWN, KENT TN15 682

the Sunday Zoom Services and news
about other events at Ash Church
please contact lan Nurdin -
ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk




ASH SAPLINGS

Church for pre-schoolers and their adults

Every Thursday
ASH CHURCH

Refreshments Fun and Games!
ALL WELCOME

For more information contact
Jean Bentley - 01474 872333 or
Alison Harding - 01474 874770
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JRIDE+STRIDES Fﬁf}‘go JRIDE+$TRIDES
CHURCHES

UK Registered Charity Number 207021

2025 SPONSORED RIDE AND STRIDE

The date for this year’s event is this Saturday, 13" September. You can cycle or
walk to as many or as few churches as you want between 10:00am and 6:00pm —
choose your own route to any of the hundreds of participating churches.

Half the money raised by each participant helps to support churches across the county
and the other half goes to a church chosen by the walker or cyclist (we hope you will
choose our church!). Please help to raise funds to support Ash or Ridley Churches
and the many others in the County that receive grants towards the cost of essential
maintenance work. If you pay income tax, do remember to tick the box on the
sponsorship form so that Gift Aid increases the money raised.

This year is the 40" anniversary of Kent Ride and Stride so they are hoping to beat
last year’s total of £151,018. The Ride and Stride was by far the biggest fundraiser
towards the £165,500 given to churches in 2024. A further £65,214 was distributed
to the churches nominated by walkers and cyclists.

For sponsorship forms and lists of the churches that are taking part contact Cameron
Clark on 01474 874526, email cameron@cclark.me.uk or Tricia Carr (01474 873647,
tricia.triciacarr@googlemail.com) or look at the notice boards in Ash and Ridley
churches.

There will also be an opportunity for the less active to help by spending an hour or
more at Ash Church between 10 o’clock and 6 o’clock to greet visiting cyclists and
walkers. It's not an onerous task - all that is needed is to sign their forms and keep a
record of their visit and to offer them some refreshment and encouragement
(especially if their next visit is up the hill to West Kingsdown or Stansted!). Please put
your name on the form on the notice board in Ash Church if you can help. We now
have to comply with the church’s lone working policy which means that there must be
at least two people present in the building at any time to ensure that no-one is alone
with any potentially vulnerable visitors. Therefore, we will need twice as many
volunteers.

lan Nurdin & Jamie Gearing will be walking with others on the 13" September from
Ash Church to St Francis De Sales church, via All Saints Church, St Mary's Fawkham
& St Mary's Longfield and are looking for sponsorship! If you can help at all please get
in touch by email or text or see them in Church on Sunday. Many thanks in advance for
your help and support!

You can do more! The Friends of Kent Churches also invite people to become
members. For just £10 a year (£15 for a couple) members enjoy guided visits to
churches and lectures on subjects related to church history, architecture, art and
related topics. Application forms are available in the church or see

https://friendsofkentchurches.co.uk/.
9.



Congratulations

To Jamie Gearing, who last month completed a pilgrimage to Santiago de
Compostella.

Jamie will be writing more about her journey in the next edition of Church News, so
watch this space!

10.
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LET’S GET WVIEN TALKING

Suicide is the biggest cause of death in men under the age of 50
and around 7 of deaths from suicides each year are men.

If life’s getting you down and you just need a need an outlet drop
in and see us

DATE TIME
Every Wednesday 7.30pm

LOCATION ADDRESS
New Ash Green Ash Road,
Youth Club DA3 8JY

E menspopin@outlook.com
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THE BIG BREAKFAST-ALL ARE WELCOME!

THE NEXT BIG BREAKFAST IS ON SATURDAY 4" OCTOBER 09.00 - 11.00
The next “Big Breakfast” in aid of the Hodsoll Street Village Hall Refurbishment Fund takes

place on Saturday 4th October 2025 from 09:00am. The Breakfast costs £6 a head and is
excellent value for money. PLUS NEW MENU OPTIONS now available - “Mega” Big
Breakfast — double up for only £11, Children’s BB at £3 - 3 items plus toast & Juice and a
“Petite” breakfast at £3.50 -Pattiserie plus tea/coffee/juice

In order to work up an appetite for this excellent fare we invite anyone interested to join us
on a circular walk to Hodsoll Street. Meet at 5 Manor Forstal at 8:40am - from there the
walk takes about an hour, and then after breakfast we take a slightly shorter route back to
New Ash Green. The walk isn't suitable for buggies and please note that although dogs are
welcome to join us they are not allowed in the Village Hall, so will have to be left outside
whilst you are enjoying your meal.
We do need to book breakfasts in advance so please contact us by Weds 1st October if
you would like to come along - 01474 873414 or ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk

See:

http://www.hodsollstreet-ridley.co.uk/index.html for more details.

Next Breakfast Walk after this one will be on the 1st November 2025

lan and Debbie Nurdin
Friends of Ash Church

Looking ahead, the FOAC have four "dates for your diary”
All are evening events and posters will be produced nearer the dates to
announce timings and other details.

Saturday 18" October - Ash Village Hall - All Female Sea Shanty
singers ' The Silver Darlings '

Friday 24t October - Youth and Community Centre - AGM
Saturday 1t November - Youth and Community Centre - The Return
of the FOAC Quiz Night

Sunday November 9th - Ash Church - Reflections on Remembrance

Joe Whittaker - Chairman

5 'r‘,"

é Ash Christmas Tree Festival 2025 %

The annual Christmas Tree Festival will take place December 13t - 15th.
Please think about entering a tree, as a business or family. Further details
in the next edition of “Church News”

Jean Bentley (jeanbentley51@gmail.com)

12.
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The Silver Darlings

Premier female sea shanty crew
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Ash Village Hall
The Street, Ash TN15 7HB

Saturday 18t October

Doors open at 7.15pm for 7.30pm start
Tickets £8.00 ( £4.00 for under 18’s )

Email: joe2you2joe@hotmail.com to book or telephone
01474 874045

Bring your own drinks and nibbles

Presented by Friends of Ash Church
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FROM THE REGISTERS
BAPTISMS

Maximilian Saunders 13th July

Olly and Nelly Garaway 10th August

FUNERAL

Victor Barrett 27th August

Al

A Fruity Quiz for Summer (Answers)

1) Academic character in Cluedo who uses a purple playing piece. Professor

Plum

2) Ice-cream sundae named after a famous Australian opera singer of the late
19th/early 20th century. Peach Melba

3) Beatles song released as a ‘double A-side’ single with ‘Penny Lane’ in 1967.

Strawberry Fields for Ever

4) ‘Yes, we have no - what?’ - an American novelty song by Frank Silver and

Irving Cohn originally published in 1923. Bananas

5) The painting ‘Bubbles’ by John Everett Millais was used for many years in an

advertisement for which soap? Pears

6) William III, who ascended the throne of Great Britain in 1688 jointly with his

wife Mary, was a member of which Dutch royal house? Orange

7) A statement issued by four senior Labour politicians in 1981, which ultimately

led to the founding of the Social Democratic Party, was known as the

Declaration. Limehouse

14.



8) 1993 film starring Johnny Depp in the title role and Leonardo di Caprio as his
younger brother. What's Eating Gilbert Grape?

9) Nickname for the stretch of the Derwent Valley Light Railway between
Layerthorpe and Skipwith. Blackberry Line

10)The

Wakefield, Morley & Rothwell. (Disclaimer - yes, I know this is technically a

- Triangle, a 9 square mile area in West Yorkshire bounded by

vegetable, but is normally used in the manner of a fruit.) Rhubarb

An Old Testament Teaser
The answers to all these questions are books of the Old Testament.
1) Ageing character in Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats by TS Eliot.
2) CS Lewis wrote a series of these about Narnia (can be preceded by 1 or 2).

3) Cambridge college whose famous choir has been directed by, amongst others,
David Willcocks and Philip Ledger (can also be preceded by 1 or 2).

4) Shirley Ballas and Craig Revel Horwood, for example?
5) Apple Mac Equivalent of Microsoft Excel.
6) 1958 novel by Leon Uris about the founding of the state of Israel.

7) First name of investigative journalist who presented That’s Life and founded
Childline.

8) Surname of singer-songwriter nicknamed ‘The Piano Man’ after his signature

1973 song of the same name.
9) *Many hands make light work’ is an example of one of these.
10) Rock band whose members included Phil Collins and Peter Gabriel.

Answers, as ever, will be in the next edition.



A final word from the editor.

So here we are in September and the smell of autumn is definitely in the air, although today has
been beautifully sunny, so summer is still lingering at the moment. | hope, as ever that you find
plenty within these pages to both inform and entertain you. The next edition of Church News will
be published in early November and will cover the months of November and December (including

the Christmas period). Please send all items for inclusion to n.noakes@btinternet.com by Sunday

26th October at the latest. Have a good couple of months, everyone.

Rural North
West Kent

Group of Churches

ASH CHURCH PRIVACY POLICY
Ash Church PCC have agreed a Privacy Policy in light of the new General Data Protection

Regulations (GDPR) and these can be found on the church website:

http://www.ash-church.org.uk

If you no longer wish to be contacted by Ash Church by email or other means please contact
lan Nurdin (ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk) and request that your contact details are deleted and
removed.

15.
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Who to contact at Ash & Ridley

Positions

Rector

Vacancy

Rev Elizabeth

SSM Associate Priest 871637 | elizabeth@revemr.me
Robertson
Rev Dorothy 07803 .
PTO McGarvey 009745 revdmcgarvey@gmail.com
Group Curate Vacancy
Churchwardens - Ash lan Nurdin 873414 ian nurdin@hotmail.co.uk
Vacancy
Churchwardens — Tricia Carr 873647 | tricia.triciacarr@googlemail.com
Ridley
Alistair Davidson 643614 alistairandjenny@btinternet.com
Licensed Lay Ministers Susan Heads 873777 | susanheads@gmail.com
Alison Harding 874770 | alison.harding@btinternet.com
Sacristans - Ash Lesley Thurman 703546 lesleythurman@icloud.com
Vacancy
Parish Safeguarding Vacancy
Officer - Ash
Parish Safeguarding Vacanc
Officer - Ridley y
. lan Nurdin - . . .
Commiittees Vice Chair 873414 | ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk
PCC - Ash (Csaergrt_aerg:y()llark 874526 pcc@ash-church.org.uk
Susan Heads .
(Treasurer) 873777 susanheads@gmail.com
Chair - TBA
PCC - Ridley lan Paddy 873314 | ianpaddy2014@gmail.com
(Secretary)
John Airey 01732 : .
(Treasurer) 822418 john.airey@zen.co.uk
Rev Elizabeth .
Robertson 871637 elizabeth@revemr.me
Rev Dorothy 07803 revdmcgarvey@gmail.com
McGarvey 009745 gareyLgman.
Ministry Team
Susan Heads 873777 | susanheads@gmail.com
Alison Harding 874770 | alison.harding@btinternet.com
Deanery Synod - Ash Cameron Clark 874526 | cameron@cclark.me.uk
Gillian Noakes 874122 qgillian.noakes@googlemail.com
Deanery Synod - Ridley | Alistair Davidson 643614 | alistairandjenny@btinternet.com
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Groups - Ash

Rev Elizabeth

Anna Chaplain 871637 elizabeth@revemr.me
Robertson
Jean Bentley 872333 | jeanbentley51@gmail.com
Ash Saplings
Alison Harding 874770 | alison.harding@btinternet.com
Bell ringing Sue Fever 874611 | susanne.fever@gmail.com
Choir Master Nick Noakes 874122 | n.noakes@btinternet.com
Flowers Pauline Bailey 873148 | pauline-bailey@hotmail.co.uk
Social Committee - Ash | TBA
Rev Dorothy 07803 revdmcgarvey@gmail.com
" McGarvey 009745 el
Prayer Ministry
Julia Kilfoyle 872731 | kilfoylejulia@gmail.com
Friends of Ash Church Mike Rose 873445 | mikeinnag@hotmail.com
3 . . . . .
Rota’s - Ash Master Rotas Alison Harding 874770 | alison.harding@btinternet.com
lan Nurdin 873414 | ian nurdin@hotmail.co.uk
Servers TBA
Sidesmen and Alison Harding 874770 | alison.harding@btinternet.com
Welcomers
lan Nurdin 873414 | ian nurdin@hotmail.co.uk
Bible readings and Alison Harding 874770 | alison.harding@btinternet.com
Intercessions
lan Nurdin 873414 | ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk
Transport and Alison Harding 874770 | alison.harding@btinternet.com
Refreshments
lan Nurdin 873414 | ian nurdin@hotmail.co.uk
Ash Sound and Alison Harding 874770 | alison.harding@btinternet.com
PA System
lan Nurdin 873414 | ian nurdin@hotmail.co.uk
Church Opening &
Locking lan Nurdin 873414 | ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk
Church cleaning &
Brass cleaning Jacky Richardson | 873733 | jackyrichardson92@outlook.com
Keeping in
Touch - Who | church News Nick Noakes 874122 | n.noakes@btinternet.com
to contact
lan Nurdin 873414 | ian nurdin@hotmail.co.uk
Publicity and PR Jean Bentley 872333 | jeanbentley51@gmail.com
Baptisms Alison Harding 874770 | alison.harding@btinternet.com
Website - Ash Colin Irving 879500 | colin.irving@btinternet.com
Weddings Jan Kennedy 873675 | jankennedy2546@aol.com

Website: http://www.ash-church.org.uk
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